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24th September 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Headteacher Update 
We have had another successful week and are all delighted at how well the majority of students 
have responded to being back in school. We are particularly pleased with how well the new Yr7 
students have quickly settled into Oak Lodge.  
 
The Recovery Curriculum 
After such a long period out of school our main focus is to ensure that the students feel safe and 
secure in school.  We are therefore following what has been termed as a ‘Recovery’ Curriculum 
in order to support your child’s well-being as they resume a full school day learning and 
interacting with the students and staff in their class and key stage. Curriculum plans for the year 
are being updated and will be published on the school website by 5th October. 
 
Parents Consultation 
We would normally be holding our first parental consultation evening at the end of 
September/beginning of October to give you the opportunity to meet your child’s form tutor.  
However, as we are still restricting visitors coming on to site, we will be in touch shortly to let 
you know of alternative arrangements.  
 
Covid 19 
Understandably, many of you are anxious about the possibility of your son or daughter becoming 
ill as a result of the Covid virus.  See our school website for links to NHS guidance. 

Symptoms to be alert to: 
Any one or more of the following: 

• A new ‘dry’ continuous cough (or if your child coughs regularly, it has got worse) 

• A high temperature (over 37.5C) 

• A loss of, or change in normal sense of taste and smell  
 
At this time of the year many of our students and staff have colds and other infections. This does 
not always mean they have Covid 19. If you are not sure whether you should send your child into 
school, please contact us. 

We have plans in place should a member of the school community display symptoms or be 
tested positive. See our website www.oaklodgeschool.org for more details. 
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Self-isolation due to symptoms 

• If a member of staff or student develops symptoms, they will be sent home, must arrange 
a test as soon as possible and isolate at home for 10 days or until they receive a negative 
result. 

• If a test result is positive, the school will contact the relevant public health authority, and 
follow their specific guidance.  

• We are unable to disclose the name of any individual who has tested positive. 

• If the number of staff absences rises to a critical number, we may have to close a class 
until test results are received. We will discuss this with families who may be affected. We 
will text and email to confirm any class closure. 

Getting a Test 

• If you have symptoms, it’s best to get a test as soon as possible. 
o www.nhs.uk/coronavirus 

o NHS testing line on 119  

• You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms. 

• Book a visit to a test site or order a home test kit if you cannot get to a test site. 

• On days 1 to 4 of your symptoms, you can get tested at a site or at home. 

• If you're ordering a home test kit on day 4, do it by 3pm. 

• On day 5, you need to go to a test site. It's too late to order a home test kit. 

• If you are not able to get a test in the first 5 days of having symptoms, you and anyone 
you live with must stay at home (self-isolate) for 10 days.  
 

What if a class, department, or the whole school did close for self-isolation but my child is well 
and healthy? 

• Anyone not displaying symptoms must self-isolate for 14 days. This does not extend to 
the rest of the household, unless they start to show symptoms. 

• You do not need to apply for a test, unless you start to develop symptoms. 
• You will be provided with details of how to access learning resources from home. 
• We are preparing our ‘virtual classrooms’ so that we are ready if a class or department 

requires a self-isolation period. 
 

Local or national lockdown decision from the government 

• The government may decide to lockdown specific local authorities or England based on 
COVID-19.  

• If this takes place, we will endeavour to remain open for as many students as possible, 
but might be forced to limit the number of students in school on health and safety 
grounds.  

 
This continues to be a worrying time for everyone in school and the wider community. We must 
all be prepared to be flexible in our approach, ready to react to any local or national situation as 
it develops. I hope we can all remain healthy and safe, ready to support the learning and 
development of all students through the course of this worldwide health emergency. 
 

Best Wishes 

Lynda Walker, Headteacher 

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
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